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and ran up, thinking from the cc akal" I was wearing that I might be a fellow-countryman. For some reason or other the Government has expended a great deal of trouble and money on this part of the road, where, the country being more or less level, there was little occasion for it; while neglecting altogether the mountainous part, where the track is positively dangerous.
We were now nearly at the 'end of the journey, and it was as well, for our poor donkeys were almost done. We had spared them all we could by walking and leading, but the pace had been too hot, and but for the fact that neither Ahmad nor myself can scale nine stone, we should never have got here at this pace without the change of mounts, for which it was not, in the circumstances, possible to arrange.
At last we passed over a col and there, about 1,000 feet below us, in a wide valley, lay the city of Sanaa. We halted for a few minutes to rest and enjoy the view. The valley, I observed, ran approximately north and south, and though devoid of natural vegetation, was extensively cultivated. Sanaa itself seemed to me about the size of Medina, which it somewhat resembles, but the walled city was connected by an almost continuous chain of houses and gardens with another town as large as, if not larger than, Sanaa itself. This, I was told, was Raudha, and a lofty mountain behind Sanaa, crowned by a fort, was the celebrated " Gebel Nugoom." Two Arab merchants, natives of Sanaa, who had ridden with us for the last few miles, took great pleasure in pointing out the beauties of the scene. Their pride in it was quite touching. Sanaa they told me was well known to be the largest, the best situated, and the most beautiful city in the world. For salubrity of climate, abundance and purity of water, and fertility, no other spot on earth could justly be compared with the valley that lay before us. They would evidently have been greatly disappointed had I failed to appreciate it, but, though forced to admit that in the course of my travels I had encountered cities even larger than Sanaa, I was able to say quite honestly that I had never seen one more beautifully situated or more picturesque in itself.